Upcoming calendar....

Friday August 14th....Last day of summer camp
August 17, 18 and 19 Closed... Back to school Teacher In-Service Work days
August 20th First day for Full time Preschoolers!
August 24th Monday care begins for School-agers
August 25th First Day part time pre-K AND first day for Before and After Care

Calendar: Week of August 3-7
Monday
Wings Over the Rockies activities
S/A to Carbon Valley Pool 12-3
Tuesday
Colorado History Museum activities
** Bring a Colorado Souvenir or picture**
Wednesday
Railroad Museum activities
S/A to Nature Park Center 9-1
Thursday
Ute Indian Museum activities
Preschool to Nature Park Center 9-1
Friday
Museum of the West activities
Dress WESTERN style!


Summer Camp Tuition Reminder
Just a reminder that regular tuition is charged for the whole Summer Camp Program regardless of absence, school closure or withdrawal date. 

GARAGE SALE August 8th 7-1
We are collecting items for the church's annual garage sale! If you have items to donate, just drop them off with us. No clothing please.
If you'd like to shop....be sure to come by and see what treasures, you may be able to find!!

NEW 30-hour class!
We are excited to begin a new class this fall! We are opening a "full-day"/30 hour a week class which will be Tuesdays-Fridays from 8:00-3:30 for students who are 4 (or very close to being 4) and potty trained. This class will follow the same school calendar as our part-time Little Mozarts for school closures and holidays.
With this new class we are happy to welcome a new teacher! Her name is Ms. Amy Jensen! She has 17 years of experience. We are SO excited to have her with us!
If you know someone who is interested in enrolling for our full day class (our extended day classes are with Ms. Gina or in our Little Monet's class for 2 1/2- 3-year-olds which are M-F and are available from 6:30-6) please feel free to share the QR code which is attached to the bottom of this email. This QR code will take them to the 30-hour class on our UPK portal to make signing up as easy as 1-2-3!

Here is a meet-the-teacher-letter from Ms. Amy:

Hello,
My name is Ms. Amy and I'm excited to be joining the FirstArt family! With more than 17 years of experience in early childhood education, my goal is to form a bond with each child and their family, to support children in developing their social-emotional skills, fostering independence, and igniting a lifelong love for learning.
One of my favorite parts of working with young children is knowing I can make a positive difference, and I have the opportunity to set the tone for their first experience in a classroom setting!
When I'm not teaching you can often find me crafting, listening to country music, playing with my two golden doodles, teaching my 16-year-old how to drive, hanging with my 18-year-old daughter or cheering my son on at little league.
I can't wait to meet you all this fall! ~Ms. Amy

We will host a back-to-school event for Ms. Amy's class, the Little Earharts, on August 17th from 10-12 for everyone to meet Ms. Amy! This will be a great time to make sure your door code works appropriately, drop off any remaining paperwork that may be needed, get your questions answered and let your kiddos become familiar with the classroom!


Fall Enrollment!
We are VERY busy gearing up for our fall programming!

30-hour class- Full Day preschool
As you read above we now have a 30-hour class that is now available and is on the UPK portal ready for people to sign up! This class is Tuesdays-Fridays only from 8-3:30. This class requires that children be potty trained and 4 (or very close to it.) The class is FREE to UPK students who qualify for 30 hours. Tuition is $350/month for UPK students who qualify for 15 hours and is $700/month for older 3-year-olds who do not quite qualify for UPK. This class follows our half day preschool calendar/holiday schedule which is similar to a 27J school schedule for holidays and closures.
The UPK QR code for this class which will link you to the UPK website is at the bottom of this email :)

Half Day preschool (15-hour class)
We also have our half day program which is Tuesday-Friday and is from 8:45-12:30. This class is also free for 4-year-olds who have signed up for UPK.
For our half day class, we would like to welcome Ms. Christiana to the class! Ms. Christina has been a FirstArt mom for 4 years! We love her, her love for children and her dedication to being an amazing teacher! We are so excited to have her join our FirstArt family as a staff member! 

Extended day preschool-
Of course, we still have extended day preschool available! This program is from 6:30-6 and is available for kiddos from 2 1/2- 4 years of age. This class has less closures throughout the year than our half day (15 hr) and full day (30 hr) classes.
2 1/2-3-year-olds are welcome to attend 2,3,4 or 5 days a week.

Before and After school care-
I'm sure you also know about our B/A care program!
We bus to and from Foundations, Bromley East, SouthEast and can also help with Pennock.
School-age parents-- If you have not confirmed your child's school schedule with us, please do so as soon as possible. Thank you!

If you know anyone who may be interested in enrolling, we would love your referrals. We do have a few spots left in our school for 2 1/2-year-olds as well as spots in our 30 hour and 15-hour UPK programs.

Facebook anyone?
One of our parents and school photographer, Ms. Josie Knight has been working on our Facebook page. 
We are trying to fill a few remaining spots for the upcoming school year and would really appreciate your help with any referrals you can send our way.
If you could like our page, share our posts, or let your friends know we are available for care we would be greatly appreciative! 
We are looking forward to a wonderful upcoming school year!
Thank you!


Half Day class.... Welcome Ms. Christina!
We are so excited to welcome back our half day class who will begin classes on August 25th! Classes will be Tuesday-Friday from 8:45-12:30.
We are excited to also welcome Mrs. Christina as the classroom teacher! We have known Christiana for 4 years as she has been a mom with us and an amazing parent volunteer with our school! We are so incredibly excited to have her join our team! Some of you may have met her already as she is already helping us out this summer! She is already an amazing addition to our team and already loved by the students who have met her!! We are so blessed!

Here is a little bio from her.....
Hello! My name is Mrs. Christina, and I am excited to begin my journey as a teacher here at FirstArt, as a new educator, I am passionate about creating a positive, welcoming classroom where every student feels valued, supported, and encouraged to learn.
I have four wonderful children who keep me on my toes.  I am the Girls Scout leader for my daughters’ troop here in Brighton, and I also teach Sunday school at my church.  I enjoy spending time with family and friends, reading, exploring new hobbies, and staying active in my community. I look forward to getting to know my students and their families and making this a successful and memorable school year together.
Ms. Christiana will hold a back-to-school event for her class (the Little Mozart's) on August 18th from 4-6. This will be a great time to make sure your door code works properly, that you are able to make sure your child's file is complete, to meet Ms. Christiana, to get your questions answered and to also let your child get to know the classroom! 

Enrichment
Monday- We learned about the Fruit of the Spirit...Faithfulness. We also made bracelets.
Tuesday- We did a nature walk/scavenger hunt!
Wednesday/Thursday- Preschool and School age had field trips these days so when we were in the center we did wall art and created a garden!
Friday- Today we had fun setting up and playing with our outdoor bowling alley!

Monets
Dear Parents,

This week’s theme was Art! We learned about several famous artists and had fun creating our own versions of their artwork.

We enjoyed bringing in and sharing our favorite board games with our friends. It was a great opportunity to practice taking turns, sharing, and playing together.

We created Picasso-inspired artwork using different shapes and colors and practiced writing our names in shaving cream and paint. We had a wonderful field trip to Crackpot Art Studio, where everyone had so much fun painting their own pottery. We also made Georgia O’Keeffe-inspired flowers using coffee filters and paint. For our Van Gogh project, we used watercolors to create beautiful paintings and watched the colors blend into unique patterns and lines. We practiced our cutting skills by cutting pictures from magazines and created Matisse-inspired artwork by cutting out and gluing different shapes. To wrap up the week, we enjoyed a picnic lunch outside with all of our friends.

Next week’s theme is: Colorful Colorado!

Reminder: Please be sure to check the calendar for any special events we have planned, such as Water Day, Bike Day, and upcoming field trips. We don’t want anyone to miss out on the fun! You can find our events and weekly themes in the newsletter, on the calendar outside the classroom, and on the calendar inside the classroom next to the door.

Have a great weekend!

Ms. Lauryn, Ms. Araceli & Ms. Adriana 

Shakespeareans
Dear families,

This week, we had an art-tastic time exploring the colorful world of art! We learned about different kinds of art, the many materials artists use, and how they can create beautiful pictures, sculptures, and paintings using their imagination. We talked about how art can show feelings, tell stories, and help us see the world in new and creative ways. We also practiced making our own artwork using bright colors, shapes, and lots of creativity. It was a masterpiece of a week full of artistic fun!

Next week, we will be zooming in on Colorado to explore the exciting beauty of the Rocky Mountains! We’ll learn about our state’s tall mountains, snowy peaks, wide-open skies, and the many animals that also call Colorado home, like elk, bighorn sheep, black bears, and bald eagles. We’ll also talk about how people enjoy outdoor adventures, from hiking and camping to exploring nature. We can help protect Colorado’s beautiful land and wildlife by keeping nature clean, staying on trails, and respecting animals in their homes. Get ready for a mountain-sized week full of fun as we explore our amazing state through stories, activities, and crafts — it’s going to be Colorado-cool!

Mondays will be our Park Days, and we will walk to Carmichael Park (weather permitting).
Tuesdays will be our Water Days, so please remember to send your child with a swimsuit and towel.
We will have a field trip to Nature Park Center on August 6th. Please wear your green field trip shirt and comfortable walking shoes.

Thank you to Ascher for some yummy birthday donuts!!! Happy, happy birthday!

We said aloha to our friend Koa as he heads back to Hawaii. We will miss you and we're wishing him and his family safe travels.

Warmly,
Ms. Gina & Ms. Shannon

School-age
	Art Museum
MONDAY
Carbon Valley Pool
The kids had a great time at the indoor swimming playground!

	TUESDAY
Activity 1:
We made Pablo Picasso inspired Faces out of cardboard! Thank you to all who brought cardboard!

	WEDNESDAY
Activity 1:
We made Georgia O’Keeffe inspired Ram’s Head. We used permanent markers and watercolors to make a background scenery of New Mexico.  

	THURSDAY
Crackpots Pottery!
By far this field trip was one of the best! The kiddos got to pick between a caterpillar, a mug or a capybara and got to paint it! We should have them by next week!
Activity 1:
We learned about Frida Kahlo today. We got to see some of her art. We learned that Frida was a Mexican painter, she used vibrant colors and her art was inspired by Mexican folklore.

	FRIDAY
Happy Friday!
Activity 1:
We made Vincent Van Gogh inspired Starry Night paint by numbers!
Activity 2:
We created Henri Matisse inspired floral art using sharpie and watercolors.

	                                           UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please remember that we are going to Carmichael Park from 9-10:30 daily.
Please remember to provide a healthy snack and a water bottle.
July 31st Picnic (bring a disposable sack lunch)
August 3rd Carbon Valley Pool 12-3
August 5th Nature Park Center 9am - 1pm
August 7th Dress Western Style Day
August 10th Water Day
August 12th Class Party!
August 14th LAST DAY OF CAMP



